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ERRIN Energy Working Group Practitioners Event

Building Projects and Sharing Ideas 

Brussels, 20/21 April 2009

The ERRIN Energy Working Group invites you to training and networking event on the 20/21st of April 2009 at West Midlands in Europe, 6th Floor, Avenue d'Auderghem 22-28, Brussels.

The aim of this event is two fold:

· to give participants an in-depth and practical look at project development in three European programmes: Intelligent Energy Europe, Eco-Innovation and LIFE+ (see below for further information on all programmes);

· to present and discuss concrete project ideas with a view to creating the best possible consortia for these three programmes.

The ERRIN Energy Working Group practitioners event offers the chance to identify and address    potential areas of difficulty in project development, and to discuss them in detail with experts in project development and other participants active in the field of energy. It also provides an opportunity to meet people working in the energy field and to discuss potential collaboration based on concrete project ideas.

The networking event will take place after the Eco-Innovation Info Day. For further information on the Eco-Innovation Info Day please see: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/events_en.htm

The event will be organised according to the following structure:

Day 1: 14.00 – 18.00 (Followed by a glass of wine)

· 14.00: Introduction and Round table to present participants

· 14.20: Golden rules of project development with specific focus on Communication - Hinano Spreafico D. F. - Minerva Consulting & Communication Sprl

· 15.00: Writing Successful Projects - the Intelligent Energy Application form – Lorenzo Corbella, ETA Firenze and others (tbc)

· 16.30: Parallel Session - Writing Successful Projects  - the LIFE+ and ECO INNOVATION Application forms – speakers to be confirmed

Day 2: 0930 – 1200 

· Project development – project ideas available for discussion at themed tables, facilitator present at each table

As part of a process being undertaken by the Energy Working Group to promote active practitioner involvement in European projects, this event will represent not a passive briefing session, but rather an opportunity for intensive exchange on existing project ideas and partners’ competencies and capacities to participate. Participants with project ideas with be provided with their own space from which to present their project. Other participants will divide into groups in order to discuss in detail the specific project ideas in which they are interested.

To this end, all participants should either have a project idea ready to discuss with other European practitioners, or should have a real intention to participate in at least one of the 2009 calls. 

Participants are therefore requested to complete the attached registration form with some relevant information. Participants who wish to present a project idea should also complete the attached Project Idea form. This information will be send to all participants beforehand.

Participants are requested to confirm participation by the 10th April 2009 by sending an email with the above documents attached to: d.mazzarino@regionicentroitalia.org.

Comparison of European Programmes

LIFE+  


More information at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

LIFE is the EU’s financial instrument supporting environmental and nature conservation projects in the EU, as well as some candidate, acceding and neighbouring countries.

LIFE+ focuses on providing specific support for the development and implementation of Community environmental policy and legislation, in particular the objectives of the 6th EAP (Decision 1600/2002/EC) and its thematic strategies. LIFE+ comprises three components:

· LIFE+ Nature & Biodiversity

· LIFE+ Environment Policy & Governance

· LIFE+ Information & Communication 

There is an annual call for projects within the LIFE+ programme. 

LIFE+ is open to public or private bodies, actors or institutions registered in the European Union. Project proposals can either be submitted by a single beneficiary or by a partnership which includes a coordinating beneficiary and one or several associated beneficiaries. They can be either national or transnational, but the actions must exclusively take place within the territory of the 27 Member States of the European Union.

LIFE+ supports innovative or demonstration projects. Proposals should incorporate the dissemination of knowledge. The demonstration character is particularly important; projects must be implemented on a technical scale that allows evaluation of technical and economic viability of large scale introduction. LIFE+ aims to bridge the gap between research and development results and widespread implementation, and to improve innovative solutions with a public dimension. 

Intelligent Energy Europe 





More information at: http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/index_en.html

Intelligent Energy Europe funds projects and the creation of energy agencies. Intelligent Energy - Europe Programme wants to contribute to secure, sustainable and competitively priced energy for Europe, by providing for action to:

· foster energy efficiency and the rational use of energy resources;

· promote new and renewable energy sources and to support energy diversification;

· promote energy efficiency and use of new/renewable energy sources in transport.

In operational terms the Intelligent Energy - Europe Programme aims to:

· provide the elements necessary to improve sustainability and development of the potential of cities and regions and the preparation of the legislative measures needed to attain the related strategic objectives; develop the means and instruments to follow up, monitor and evaluate the impact of the measures in the fields addressed by the Programme;

· boost investment across Member States in new and best performing technologies in the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy sources and energy diversification, including in transport, by bridging the gap between the successful demonstration of innovative technologies and their effective, broad market uptake;

· remove the non-technological barriers to efficient and intelligent patterns of energy production and consumption by promoting institutional capacity building at by raising awareness, (educational system, exchange of experience and know-how spreading best practices and best available technologies).

Intelligent Energy - Europe covers action in the following fields:

· Energy efficiency and rational use of resources, including:

· improving energy efficiency and the rational use of energy, in particular in the building and industry sectors;

· supporting the preparation and application of legislative measures.

· New and renewable energy resources, including:

· promoting new and renewable energy sources for centralised and decentralised production of electricity, heat and cooling, and bio fuels, thus supporting the diversification of energy sources;

· integrating new and renewable energy sources into the local environment and the energy systems;

· supporting the preparation and application of legislative measures.

· Energy in transport to promote energy efficiency and the use of new and renewable energies sources in transport, including supporting initiatives relating to all energy aspects of transport and the diversification of fuels and promoting renewable fuels and energy efficiency in transport.

· Integrated initiatives combining several of the aforementioned fields or relating to Community priorities. They may include actions integrating energy efficiency and renewable energy sources in several sectors of the economy and/or combining various instruments, tools and actors within the same action / project.

The following actions were supported in the 2008 call:

· strategic studies on the basis of shared analysis and regular monitoring of market developments and energy trends for the preparation of future legislative measures or for the review of existing legislation;

· creation, enlargement or re-organisation of structures and instruments for sustainable energy development, including local and regional energy management, and the development of adequate financial products and market instruments;

· promotion of sustainable energy systems and equipment in order to further accelerate their penetration of the market and stimulate investment to facilitate the transition from the demonstration to the marketing of more efficient technologies, awareness campaigns and the creation of institutional capabilities, aiming in particular to implement the clean development mechanism and joint implementation under the Kyoto Protocol;

· development of information, education and training structures, the utilisation of results, the promotion and dissemination of know-how and best practices involving all consumers, dissemination of results of the action and projects and cooperation with the Member States through operational networks;

· monitoring of the implementation and the impact of Community legislative and support measures.

ECO-INNOVATION 




More information at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/etap/ecoinnovation/index_en.htm

Eco-innovation is at the heart of the Environmental Technologies Action Plan that helps bridge the gap between research & development and the market place for eco-friendly products, technologies, services, processes and management methods across Europe.

Within the framework of the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme, Eco-innovation supports the first application and further market uptake of some of the best eco-innovative products and services in Europe, and helps overcome those critical barriers that still hamper their commercial success. 

Eco-innovation supports projects in different sectors to prevent or reduce environmental impacts or to contribute to the optimal use of resources. Specific priorities are:

· Materials recycling, e.g. Improved sorting processes for waste materials; Eco-friendly design and production of consumer goods, innovative recycling processes; 

· New recycling solutions for specific sectors; Business innovations that strengthen competitiveness of recycling industries;

· Building & construction, e.g. Innovative building processes or products that reduce environmental impact and/or support a rational use of natural resources; Green building techniques that leverage the use of recycled materials and renewable sources; New water-saving systems; sustainable construction, maintenance, repair, retrofitting or demolition techniques;

· Food & Drink, e.g. Innovative processes reducing environmental impact and maximise the use of raw materials in the food sector; Cleaner and more efficient processing of food and drink products; New water management processes.;

· Greening business & 'smart' purchasing, e.g. increased efficiency and sustainability of SMEs; Innovative forms of cooperation and knowledge sharing between local enterprises involved in the application of Eco-Management and Audit Schemes (EMAS); Innovative quality assurance systems that enforce eco-compliance and approaches that follow the principles of Integrated Product Policy; Implementation and promotion of environmental criteria for purchasing decisions of enterprises.

Eco-innovation is addressed mainly to companies that have developed an environmental product, service, management practice or process which has a proven track record, yet is not fully marketed due to residual risks. The Eco-innovation programme is designed to overcome those barriers to further market penetration and turn these products and processes into Europe's future eco-innovation successes! Applications from SMEs are particularly encouraged.
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