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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Fuel Cell Europe Steps Up and Opens New Office in Brussels 
Headed by Patrick Maio, Acting Director European Affairs.

Brussels, 28 April 2006
Reflecting the increasing importance of European initiatives in the development of fuel cell technologies, the Board of Fuel Cell Europe has decided to establish a presence in Brussels.  With immediate effect, Patrick Maio, managing director of Hinicio, is appointed to lead Fuel Cell Europe’s government related activities in Brussels acting as Director European Affairs in a part time capacity. 

Marcus Nurdin, Managing Director of Fuel Cell Europe, comments: “I am delighted that Patrick Maio is joining us to take the lead in our European governments’ outreach efforts. Fuel cells have a bright future in the clean energy chain and many important discussions are taking place in Brussels. These are of vital importance to our industry’s present and future in terms of research programs, energy policies, regulatory and financial frameworks and demonstration projects.  Fuel Cell Europe will play an even more critical role and will be a constructive partner with all involved stakeholders: policy makers, industry, environmental organisations, researchers and user communities”. 

Maio holds an MSc Engineering degree from ECE, Paris, a MBA from Solvay Business School, and a certificate in European Institutions and EC Competition Law.  After several years working with the hydrogen and fuel cell industry on business, policy and regulatory aspects and advising a variety of industry groups, Patrick Maio started up his own company in 2005. Hinicio is a management consulting firm focused on sustainable energy and transport strategies and will provide all the necessary structure to support Fuel Cell Europe in Brussels. Maio explains: “I am delighted to have the opportunity to assist Fuel Cell Europe in shaping the debate on the role of fuel cells in the energy and transport policies. This comes as a natural step for Hinicio in its objective to assist fuel cell companies understand and impact market dynamics, strengthen their value proposition and make the most of the existing window of opportunity. Fuel cells offer great advantages in terms of energy efficiency, environmental friendliness and variety of application scope, which results in very promising industrial prospects. To achieve their potential and overcome certain challenges, these technologies require the right policies and incentives in place, at the right time. Today we face in Europe a combination of simultaneous factors including environmental pressures, oil prices, energy security and independence, together with a strong need for economic growth and job creation. This is a formidable moment to build a competitive advantage, but we have to make sound collective decisions, and start our act, now.” 

Jean-Marc Tixhon, DuPont, Chairman of Fuel Cell Europe, adds: “Patrick has all the competences and drive to assist us with this strategic move.  This is an important step forward for Fuel Cell Europe.  Let me welcome Patrick on-board and wish him all the success”

For further information, please contact Patrick Maio at: p.maio@fuelcelleurope.org 

ABOUT FUEL CELL EUROPE 
Fuel Cell Europe brings together a wide variety of European fuel cell companies, start-ups, energy companies, automobile manufacturers, large industrial groups, system integrators and researchers. As the industry’s voice, Fuel Cell Europe’s mission is to accelerate the research and deployment of world-class European fuel cell technologies for applications in transport, stationary and portable power. 
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Fuel Cell Europe is established as an activity of the World Fuel Cell Council e.V, 
Frankfurter Strasse 10-14, D-65760 Eschborn, Germany. Tel: +49 69 283851,

Email: secretariat@fuelcelleurope.org, Website: www.fuelcelleurope.org
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