[image: image1.png]B2

ERRIN G aesior ation network





ERRIN Energy Working Group Practitioners Event

Building Projects and Sharing Ideas 

Brussels, 24 June 2009

The ERRIN Energy Working Group invites you to training and networking event on the 24th June 2009 at West Sweden’s Brussels Office, Sweden House, Rue de Luxembourg 3, B-1000.

The aim of this event is two fold:

· to give participants an in-depth and practical look at project development in two European programmes: FP7 and INTERREG (parallel sessions);

· to present and discuss concrete project ideas with a view to creating the best possible consortia for these three programmes.

The ERRIN Energy Working Group practitioners event offers the chance to identify and address    potential areas of difficulty in project development, and to discuss them in detail with experts in project development and other participants active in the field of energy. It also provides an opportunity to meet people working in the energy field and to discuss potential collaboration based on concrete project ideas.

The event will be organised according to the following structure:

24th June 2009 - 14.00 – 18.00 (Followed by a glass of wine)

14.00: Introduction and Round table to present participants

14.20: Golden rules of project development with specific focus on Communication - Hinano Spreafico D. F. - Minerva Consulting & Communication Sprl

15.00:  Parallel Session – FP7: Writing Successful Projects – speaker tbc


  Parallel Session - INTERREG IVC: Writing Successful Projects  - speaker tbc

16.30:  Project development – project ideas available for discussion at themed tables,    facilitator present at each table

Please note that the ECCWG Session will use on-line conference facilities. Therefore, people who cannot travel to Brussels have the opportunity to participate virtually. 

As part of a process being undertaken by the Energy Working Group to promote active practitioner involvement in European projects, this event will represent not a passive briefing session, but rather an opportunity for intensive exchange on existing project ideas and partners’ competencies and capacities to participate. Participants with project ideas with be provided with space from which to present their project. Other participants will divide into groups in order to discuss in detail the specific project ideas in which they are interested.

To this end, all participants should either have a project idea to discuss with other practitioners, or should have a real intention to participate in at least one of the 2009 calls. 

Participants are requested to complete the attached registration form with some relevant information. Those who intend to participate virtually, should indicate this in the form, including times. Participants who wish to present a project idea should also complete the attached Project Idea form. This information will be sent to all participants beforehand. 

Participants are requested to confirm participation by the 5th June 2009 by sending an email with the above documents attached to: d.mazzarino@regionicentroitalia.org.

Comparison of European Programmes

Seventh Framework Programme 

More information at: http://cordis.europa.eu/home_en.html
The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) is the EU's main instrument for funding research in Europe and it will run from 2007-2013. FP7 is also designed to respond to Europe's employment needs, competitiveness and quality of life.

The broad objectives of FP7 have been grouped into four categories: Cooperation, Ideas, People and Capacities. For each type of objective, there is a specific programme corresponding to the main areas of EU research policy. 

Energy and Environment (including climate change) come under cooperation category. 

The objective of energy research under FP7 is to aid the creation and establishment of the technologies necessary to adapt the current energy system into a more sustainable, competitive and secure one. It should also depend less on imported fuels and use a diverse mix of energy sources, in particular renewable sources, energy carriers and non polluting sources.

Emphasis will be given to the following activities:

· Hydrogen and fuel cells;

· Renewable electricity generation; 

· Renewable fuel production; 

· Renewable sources for heating and cooling; 

· CO2 capture and storage technologies for zero emission power generation; 

· Clean Coal Technologies; 

· Smart energy networks; 

· Energy efficiency and savings; 

· Knowledge for energy policy making. 

The main objective of research for the environment under FP7 is to promote sustainable management of both man-made and natural environment and its resources. To this end, increased knowledge on the interaction between the climate, biosphere, ecosystems and human activities is sought and, new environmentally-friendly technologies, tools and services are developed.

Funded actions focus on:

· predicting climate, ecological, earth and ocean systems changes; 

· tools and technologies for monitoring, prevention and mitigation of environmental pressures and risks including on health; 

· sustainability of the natural and man-made environment. 

Funding in this area will also improve competitiveness and strengthen European industries' position in world markets for environmental technologies.

Any company, university, research centre, organisation or individual, legally established in any country, may participate in a collaborative project provided that the minimum conditions laid down in the Rules for Participation in FP7 (RFP), Chapter II, Section 1, p.12, have been met, including any additional conditions laid down by specific programmes or individual work programmes (see Article 12 of RFP).

INTERREG IVC

More information at: http://www.interreg4c.eu

The overall objective of INTERREG IVC is to use interregional cooperation to improve the effectiveness of regional development policies. One of the priority themes is environment and risk prevention. Within that priority, the programme has the following sub priorities:

· natural and technological risks; climate change;

· water management;

· waste prevention and management;

· biodiversity and preservation of natural heritage;

· air quality;

· energy and sustainable transport;

· cultural heritage and landscape.

The INTERREG IVC programme supports projects that aim, through interregional exchange of experience at policy level, to improve regional and local policies addressing the above sub-themes. 

As a ‘capitalisation’ programme, INTERREG IVC focuses on the identification, analysis and dissemination of good practices by public authorities, in order to improve the effectiveness of regional and local policies. Projects supported under this programme should demonstrate how they build on the stock of experiences gained under past or existing regional development programmes including Structural Funds programmes. As such, this programme is not a pure ‘implementation’ or ‘experimentation’ programme. The core element in interregional cooperation is the exchange of experiences at policy level and, compared to cross-border and transnational programmes, it supports ‘soft’ cooperation where investment is not recommended.

INTERREG IVC supports the following two types of projects:

· Regional Initiative Projects (Type 1) - interregional cooperation projects comparable to those supported under the INTERREG IIIC programme. They allow partners to work together on a shared regional policy issue. They should contribute to achieving the programme’s overall objective of improving the effectiveness of regional policies. The involvement of policy and decision makers is therefore an important element of their partnerships. Projects under this type of intervention build on experiences gained by the partners; experiences that will be enriched through interregional cooperation. Therefore, all Regional Initiative Projects must have a particular focus on the exchange of experience and on the identification, analysis and dissemination of good practices in the policy area tackled by the project.

· Capitalisation Projects including Fast Track Projects (Type 2) - interregional cooperation projects which focus specifically on the transfer of regional development good practices into mainstream EU Structural Funds programmes of participating regions. Projects submitted to this second type have already to be well aware of existing good practices in their field of cooperation. Potential partnerships interested in Capitalisation Projects must demonstrate that they have good results and transferable tools and approaches, as well as good management skills and knowledge of the theme in question. The existing know-how has to be clearly demonstrated in the application form as it will constitute the basis for the transfer into mainstream programmes. One of the expected results of the Capitalisation Projects is, for each participating region, a concrete action plan specifying how the identified practices will be implemented under the mainstream programme of the region. This means that the implementation itself of the good practices has to be financed by the Structural Funds programmes of the respective region (after project lifetime) and not by INTERREG IVC itself.
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