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EuroTrans-Bio Partnering Event 2009

December 11th, 2009
9:00 h – 14:00 h
IWT, Bischoffsheimlaan 25, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium
EuroTrans-Bio (ETB) is an ERA-net supported by the European Commission (FP7). Its major goal is to foster European biotech players by sharing risks, costs and skills related to research, development and innovation in order to develop new products and technologies that could reach the market in the short/medium term, in a more efficient way.

ETB is an initiative of the governmental R&D&I funding agencies of 12 European countries/regions: Austria, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands, Basque Country, Catalonia and Madrid (Spain), Flanders and Wallonia (Belgium).

In order to create an integrated funding program for European biotech SMEs, ETB launches common calls for industry-driven trans-national R&D&I projects. Since 2004, four joint calls have been organized and 80 projects with overall project costs of 139 Mio € have been funded. From 2009 to 2012, ETB will launch annual calls and establish a sustainable joint program for funding biotech R&D&I projects of European SMEs. 
The 5th ETB call for trans-national projects opened on the 1st of October 2009. The deadline for submitting proposals is February 1st, 2010. ETB funds innovative industrial R&D&I and applied research projects in all fields of biotechnology: red, green, white, blue, etc. Projects in the field of Health & Nutrition – related to biotechnology – may also be funded (depending on national/regional funding criteria). Consortia consisting of at least two SMEs from two different participating countries can apply for ETB funding. The overall budget of the call is about 30 million EUR.
Participating regions or countries

All European regions and countries, participating in ETB, may participate in the partnering event: Austria, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands, Basque Country, Catalonia and Madrid (Spain), Flanders and Wallonia (Belgium). 

Target

Each participating region or country is expected to bring 1 or 2 ideas and 4 to 5 SMEs, large enterprises and/or research organizations to the event. 

The guided brainstorming session targets the development of consortia with innovative ideas for new research projects which can be submitted in future ETB calls. The event will provide an effective and efficient forum for developing joint projects and future networks for successful ETB projects.

Only a selective audience, interested in concrete project development, may participate in this partnering event. Therefore, participants need the support of their regional and/or national funding agency. Moreover, participating enterprises and research organizations should be convinced of the need for transnational cooperation, should be prepared to discuss their ideas openly and committed to attend the event in Brussels to contribute constructively to the brainstorming sessions.

Participation

Participation is by invitation only. The event will not be communicated through local newsletters. The registration is free but mandatory. The venue is in the heart of Brussels. 

IWT, the Institute for the Promotion of Innovation by Science and Technology in Flanders is one of the main organizers and will provide facilities and catering. Participants are expected to cover their own travel and accommodation costs. 

Preliminary Agenda

	Start
	Topic

	9:00
	Welcome address

	9:10
	Organization & agenda

	9:20
	ERA-net EuroTrans-Bio

	9:30
	Presentation of ideas

	11:00
	Brainstorming session

	13:00
	Networking lunch

	13:50
	Summary, next steps

	14:00
	Closure and end


More information and registration

· Katrien Swerts, IWT: ks@iwt.be
· Alain Deleener, IWT: adl@iwt.be
· Ann Van Gysel, FlandersBio: ann.vangysel@flandersbio.be
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